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General
Oxford Civic Society Transport Group is pleased with most of the aspirations in the cycling strategy and delighted with the consultation that has taken place with the Oxfordshire Cycle Network. The purpose is to increase the modal share of cycling in the transport mix and to encourage people who do not currently cycle to take up cycling for healthy and practical reasons. It is good that cycling is now being acknowledged as "part of a journey" together with rail and bus. It should also include those who transfer from cars, using folding bikes in the boot. The design of infrastructure transport hubs is of critical importance for cyclists, ensuring that the facilities that they need are there from the start.
Safety  

Safety for cyclists depends on separating them from other forms of transport. Cycling in the Netherlands is much safer than in Britain as they have dedicated cycle tracks, whereas in Oxford cyclists inevitably need to share their road space with buses and pedestrians and often with general traffic. Hopefully the central government will make funds available for cycling infrastructure. The methods to encourage more people to cycle seem worthy and hopefully will increase the number (and type) of cyclists. If it were really safe, then a great many more children could and should cycle to school, but even one serious, publicised accident can discourage this from happening.

More cyclists

Now that users and potential users of the cycling infrastructure are to be consulted and audits of cyclability carried out, it may be possible to attract many new cyclists. This will result in a healthier population and reduce air pollution by cars, as well as helping to reduce carbon emissions to meet the UK targets for the period. We also like the idea of improving the signage along cycle routes by showing travel times to key destinations. Improving the journey by linking with mobile phone apps should be very useful.

Cycle routes and infrastructure
We note that the County intends to put new or improved cycling routes where there is the largest potential growth in cycling, though it is not clear how this will be decided. This is rather a chicken and egg situation, since more people will take up cycling if the routes go directly to where they want to go. These routes need to be as direct as possible to reduce journey times, rather than winding around to avoid a danger point instead of removing it. On many of Oxford's cycle routes there are barriers which often mean that a cyclist needs to dismount. These should be replaced with straight posts with sufficient distance between them for so that a cyclist, but not a motor cyclist, can get through easily. Wherever possible, cyclists should be segregated from other traffic and from pedestrians.

We are not entirely clear of the difference between a Cycle Super Route and a Cycle Premium route, but suspect that the former will exist only in Oxford and will carry many more cyclists (especially in the rush hour). Premium routes may be the equivalent in other parts of the County. We note from the timescale for projects that the Cycle Super routes are not due to be established until 2017-18. We hope that there will be NO obstructions or need to dismount on these routes.

Oxfordshire roads and paths, and in particular cycle paths, need regular resurfacing. Poor surfaces and potholes are more dangerous and uncomfortable for cyclists than car-drivers. The recent resurfacing of the canal towpath is welcomed, but there is a lot more to be done. Oxfordshire is not keeping up well with its road maintenance now, so unless considerable funds are released, it is difficult to see how resurfacing cycle tracks will be done in a timely fashion.

Oxford failed to be designated as a World-class cycle city because of the poor condition of its cycle infrastructure. No cycling champion or officer within the County Council existed then. Much could be achieved with good urban design, and some of the cost should be paid by responsible developers, as contributions to the NPPF’s requirement for “sustainable development”. This would supplement monies provided by the County Council. Cycle commuters not only need safe and dry parking for their bike near to their workplace building, but also somewhere to change and wash when they arrive. This should be required by local planning authorities before planning consent is given for new development. Cycle hire is needed at transport hubs, where it can play a key role in achieving modal transfer.

We are pleased that Oxfordshire intends to be "quicker off the mark" in applying for grant funding and also to utilise all the developer funding that may be possible. We would like the County to approach Network Rail to consider the possibilities of using part of their land for cyclists, where there is scope for incorporating cycle paths alongside railway alignments. While security of the railway is essential and must be maintained, we believe that the cost of providing these paths would be low, and benefits for cyclists large. Many cycling schemes will not need a business case to justify them since they will not require major funding. Improved cycling routes should also be a key part of the investment in the updated transport system needed for the Knowledge Spine and Science Vale.

Traffic lights

Traffic lights often cause problems for cyclists. They are often inappropriate and unnecessary - both for cyclists and other road users (e.g. in Broad Street). They also raise carbon emissions and lead to unnecessary noise at night. Elsewhere in Europe many traffic lights are switched off at night. Some lights could either be removed altogether, or provision could be made to allow cyclists to go through them on their own path, or to turn left where feasible.

Roundabouts

Roundabouts on major roads cause problems for cyclists if no alternative routes are available. Since providing separate paths at road level is expensive, we would like the County to look much more seriously at options that provide either tunnels beneath them, or bridges over the top. The costings for these two options should be open for public discussion, or consultation with OCN, especially since many bridges or tunnels will be required on these Super and Premium cycle routes. Strong and expensive fencing (noise baffles?) may be required to separate heavy fast-moving traffic or trains from cyclists.

Overcoming barriers
Railways, rivers and canals are barriers between communities and also between different parts of the city and county. Cyclists should be able to cross them in as many places as motorised traffic, particularly on direct cycle routes. Since bridges for cyclists and pedestrians are cheaper, extra provision could be made.

Cycling for leisure
While rain and hills may discourage some from cycling for leisure in Oxfordshire, Britain’s success in cycling events in the Olympic Games has produced a step change in the number of serious amateurs. With better and safer cycling routes in Oxford, the Cotswolds and the Thames Valley, the County could benefit from the increased revenues that such tourism would bring.

Implementation
On the Implementation plan, we appreciate that with the funding system as it exists now, it is difficult to predict when actions and improvements can actually be done. It is vital to seize opportunities for cycling improvements when other work is being done – e.g. during maintenance of roads, or railway improvements. The relatively low cost and the great benefits from increasing cycling at the expense of less sustainable modes of transport suggest that making the proposed improvements would provide a quick “win”, which would provide good publicity for LTP4. We note that it is proposed to only complete one CPR route in the 2015/16 period along with some maintenance, presumably because the funding is already in place. Although it is proposed in 2017-2018 to deliver 3 more CPR's, we believe it is equally, if not more, important to obtain funding for improving vital links in the cycling network – e.g. bridges over road and rail. Local people (who may not necessarily be cyclists, but may be able to suggest practical solutions to problems in their area) are Stakeholders and should be consulted on the design of infrastructure for cycling. It is assumed that new links into new developments would be paid for by the developers. We also strongly support other items on the list such as consultation, planning, promotion and training.
So many small improvements could be made immediately for cyclists - some of which involve removing barriers or painting a green path along for cycling. Such schemes do not require large amounts of money for expensive paving etc., so that they can be implemented much sooner than more grandiose ones costing millions. For example if one-way buses are reintroduced into Cornmarket (as in Queen Street), then cycle provision along New Inn Hall Street (surely a super cycle route) could be achieved by painting a green cycle lane on the road, and discouraging pedestrians from crossing it in.
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